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Abstract 
This is an attempt to make a study on Whitman’s obscenity in his poems. The author’s poems, some, were read. And also a 
book on Walt Whitman, by another author was read for this study. Whitman, the American urban poet wrote many poems 
, highlighting obscenity  under the pretext of candidness. Human relation Ship in terms of ‘physical pleasure’ was given 
prominence by the poet.  The below- leaf- factor of human life was brought to mid -road by this controversial poet. Of 
course, he was the first American poet to break the hard and fast rules of writing a poem and gave a lead to unconscious 
writing of free style. But the Vulgarism in his works made him to be christened as a ‘controversial poet’ who bothered him 
not even A least. His ‘Leaves of Grass’ is a shocking work, where there is a clear portrayal of sexuality. When Censorship 
was recommended whitman turned it down. He strongly believed that controversy would boost the sales of his books 
which was also proved by the sales He has also treated homosexuality in his ‘Calamus’. His poems are called ‘autoerotic’ 
because he was fascinated by his own sexuality. Whatever Credit Whitman earns for his works, there is always a disgrace 
for him in the world of writers, for his treatment of three letter word, which undoubtedly makes the readers to contort 
their faces. Prescribing Whitman’s poems for students needs a close, cautious and careful thought in academicians. 
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The first American urban   poet Walt Whitman was born on 31st May in 1819 to his parentsWalter and Louisa Van Velsor Whitman. 
He was a great poet but of controversy who earned the names as smutty poet and a poet of coarseness for his outrageous candidness 
regarding the three-letter- vocabulary which was and is supposed to be under- the- leaf item.  He was also called ’Singer of Sexual 
Delight’ and ‘Poet of  Sexual Liberation’. He was the national poet of America. Though some American poets wrote poems from the 
bank of the river Hudson the creations gave a sort of dizziness as if they popped out from the banks of the Thames. Walt Whitman 
strongly believed that the creators should get freed from the impact of the literatures of England and find their own individual way of 
creation. Walt Whitman smashed the boundaries of writing poems came out of it and started creating poems of his style which were 
free from those clutches. This Newyorkian’s poems reflected noisy urban areas of Newyork. We could see the shouting paper boys, 
laborers,   jutkas running on the metallic roads, women engaged in cleaning, pigs rolling in the ditches of Broadway dogs that chase 
them girls of fifteen years of age employed in bordellos and pick-pockets as characters of his works. He was the pioneer of two 
important but contort able factors of human life which are’ sex’ and’ intercourse’.  Here is where he made his reader to contort his 
countenance. Though what he wrote on these things are very common in human life, the openness in bringing them to broad light and 
dragging onto the mid-streets cannot be tolerated by normal people. He presented many poems like ’Leaves of grass’ ‘By Blue 
Ontario’s shore’‘ Drum taps’ ‘When lilacs last in the dooryard bloomed’ ,’Songs of the broad axe’ ‘Prayer of Columbus’ ‘Calamus’  
‘Song of Myself’  etc. 
 
 Controversy of ‘Leaves of Grass’ 
This classic work of poetry of Whitman was deemed ‘obscene,’ ‘too sensual,’ and ‘shocking’ because of its frank portrayal of 
sexuality and its obvious homoerotic overtones. When the book was first published, Whitman was thrown out from his job at 
Department of interiors as it was found offensive. Poet John Greenleaf Whittier was said to have thrown his 1855 edition into the fire. 
Thomas Wentworth Higginson wrote, that it was  no discredit to Walt Whitman that he wrote 'Leaves of Grass,' only that he did not 
burn it afterwards Critic Rufus Wilmot Griswold reviewed Leaves of Grass  and  called  it "a mass of stupid filth and categorized its 
author as a filthy free lover.  Griswold also suggested, in Latin, that Whitman was guilty of "that horrible sin not to be mentioned 
among Christians", one of the earliest public accusations of Whitman's homosexuality. Griswold's intensely negative review almost 
caused the publication of the second edition to be suspended.  An early review of the first publication focused on the persona of the 
anonymous poet, calling him a loafer "with a certain air of mild defiance, and an expression of pensive insolence on his face". 
 Another reviewer viewed the work as an odd attempt at reviving old transcendental thoughts, "the speculations of that school of 
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thought which culminated at Boston fifteen or eighteen years ago. Emerson approved of the work in part because he considered it a 
means of reviving transcendentalism but  he induced  Whitman to bring  down the sexual imagery in 1860. 
 
Whitman rejected censorship, when it was recommended.  He found a new publisher, Rees Welsh & Company, which released a new 
edition of the book in 1882.  Whitman believed the controversy would increase sales, which proved true. Though banned by some 
retailers in Philadelphia, this version went through five editions of 1,000 copies each. The first prints were sold out in a single day as 
hot cakes.  A woman  named Susan Garnet Smith wrote to Whitman to propose her love for him after reading Leaves of Grass and 
even offered him her womb should he want a child.  Whitman firmly believed he would be accepted and embraced by the mass of  the 
working class. Once he said that  If he  had gone directly to the people, read his  poems and  got into direct  touch with Tom, Dick, and 
Harry , he would have  had his audience at once. Walt Whitman in his ‘Calamus’ treats homosexuality, another taboo.He was attacked 
by the journal ‘London critic’ that the link between Whitman and art is that of between pigs and mathematics. ‘New  York tribune 
‘says that Whitman is indigenous to the clan of laziness, his appearance goes with the prelude there are ten pages of strange symbols 
and poetry-like dialogues for eighty-three pages in his ‘Leaves of grass’. But there were writers and journals not against his 
controversial works. Oscar wild says that he likes him more than anybody else in the vast America. The great poetess Emily 
Dickinson says that she has not read his work but comes to know that he is too bad. 
 
Obscene quotes 
Quote 1 
The atmosphere is not a perfume . . . . it has no taste of the 
distillation . . . . it is odorless,  
It is for my mouth forever . . . . I am in love with it, 
I will go to the bank by the wood and become undisguised and 
naked, 
I am mad for it to be in contact with me. 
The smoke of my own breath, 
Echos, ripples, and buzzed whispers . . . . loveroot,  silkthread, 
crotch and vine, (section 1,Song of Myself] 
Sex is both a metaphor and not a metaphor in "Song of Myself . This passage is  erotic and expresses sexual desire, but it does not 
discuss specific acts of sex.. The world is charged with sexuality: "loveroot, silkthread, crotch and vine." 
 
Quote 2 
I mind how we lay in June, such a transparent summer morning; 
You settled your head athwart my hips and gently turned over upon 
me, And parted the shirt from my bosom-bone, and plunged your 
tongue to my barestript heart,  
And reached till you felt my beard, and reached till you held my 
feet. [section 5,Song of Myself] 
Here, he describes sex that's not really sex. Yes, he gets naked with his soul and their bodies join, but the passage is, mysterious, and 
symbolic. Whitman's poetry is also called "autoerotic," for  he is fascinated by his own sexuality . 
 
Quote 3 
Smile O voluptuous coolbreathed earth! 
Earth of the slumbering and liquid trees! 
Earth of departed sunset! Earth of the mountains misty-tops! 
Earth of the vitreous pour of the full moon just tinged with blue! 
Earth of shine and dark mottling the tide of the river! 
Earth of the limpid gray of clouds brighter and clearer for my sake! 
Far-swooping elbowed earth! Rich apple-blossomed earth! 
Smile, for your lover comes! 
Prodigal! you have given me love! . . . . therefore I to you give love! 
O unspeakable passionate love! 
Thruster holding me tight and that I hold tight! 
We hurt each other as the bridegroom and the bride hurt each 
other. [section 21,’Song of Myself’] 
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The last lines of this section were controversial where he compares his relationship to the earth with two newly wedded people in 
sexual immersion. 
 
Quote 4 
You sea! I resign myself to you also . . . . I guess what you mean, 
I behold from the beach your crooked inviting fingers, 
I believe you refuse to go back without feeling of me; 
We must have a turn together . . . . I undress . . . . hurry me out of 
sight of the land, 
Cushion me soft . . . . rock me in billowy drowse, 
Dash me with amorous wet . . . . I can repay you. (section 22,Song 
of Myself] 
The lines like "Dash me with amorous wet . . . . I can repay you" are too erotic. 

.Quote 5 
Is this then a touch? . . . . quivering me to a new identity, 
Flames and ether making a rush for my veins, 
Treacherous tip of me reaching and crowding to help them, 
My flesh and blood playing out lightning, to strike what is hardly 
different from myself,  
On all sides prurient provokers stiffening my limbs, 
Straining the udder of my heart for its withheld drip, 
Behaving licentious toward me, taking no denial, 
Depriving me of my best as for a purpose, 
Unbuttoning my clothes and holding me by the bare waist, 
Deluding my confusion with the calm of the sunlight and pasture 
fields, 
Immodestly sliding the fellow-senses away, 
They bribed to swap off with touch, and go and graze at the edges 
of me, 
No consideration, no regard for my draining strength or my anger, 
Fetching the rest of the herd around to enjoy them awhile, 
Then all uniting to stand on a headland and worry me. (section 
28,Song of Myself] 
Here, the imagery is suggestive of masturbation. To put it in a nutshell, all of his sexual energy converges on his genitals . He prefers 
this energy to be dispersed throughout his body where it can be channeled and directed towards more general and less narrow feelings 
of eroticism. 
 
Some readers opine that they cannot make out anything from his works. To them, Whitman’s reply is  that he is  like a  tactical hen  
loitering  here and there , finally  laying eggs under a bush and coming out as if nothing has happened. 
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