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and reverberating tempo
those who depart

night and day

are they coming back,

or fading away?

the artificial faces

of these creatures

will remain the same
false, unchanging features
shrapnel-like steps
hurrying...... hurrying
present and past

those who depart

to the land of fears
lamenting and mourning

scattered hopes
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and deferred dreams
those who depart

in agony and tears
dragging....... Dragging
baggage of sorrows

and wounded years
those who depart
perhaps they would return
on wings of the breeze
or vanish in horizons

or suffer and burn

like autumn trees,

those who depart

will they leave forever?
or come back to the tent

in the bosom of the river
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deep and wide

or drifting forever

with the waves...with the tide
like withered leaves

oh, playful road-signs
alluring Sirens

airport lanes

are death traps

and travelling snares.

(Tonight)
Habib AlSayegh
For the notebooks
of antiquity
I summon

memory of the walls

chanting unknown address
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oh, entranced cities
dazing in ecstasies

and dancing sea-shores
swimming in twigs

of fantasies

drunken lovers

tonight also

slowly I rise

haunted with fears

of boldness and grass
tonight also

I turn toward

my baby ship,
overwhelmed with waves
vulgar and neat

tonight also
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I seize my time

oh, stealthy time
stay with me

talk to me

gates of escape
closed tonight
tonight also

I fall in love

with you ....my time
with you my days
beware of my time
the glittering knife
in your hand
threatening my life
seeking my neck

nay, my time
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not this way
Plunge your dagger
in the hidden sheathe
Tonight also
I regain my self
restore my soul
chasing the bygone days
the passing years
of my life
tonight
(Prior to the Final Fall)
Saleha Ghabesh
The evening will be under my disposal
and the meeting at the edge of fear is mine
I am another Buthayna

perfume springs from me
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as well as love and Diaspora

under your voice

she sets her tent in order

closing the door and remain there

for whom we wait on the eve of summer
except for our departing season

I am scared of the captivity of my soul

I took the initiative of coming to his prison
on the doorstep I left my crown

I entered his house as a servant

trembling out of coldness

after my confession he liberated me

then he orders me to recite his song

at a time when the tribe gives up trembling
the river can never abandon a chaste body

all stories are broken prior to your experience
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and your hands are bleeding in exile
witnessing the fading lights of the candles
before the final fall.

(She Ran Away)
Saleha Ghabesh
Oh, you (the hawk of Quraish) will appear
to wash the face of Buthayna
and remove the dust of waiting
from her face
he appears
to break the clock of pain
hanging on her walls
fleeing to her voice
digging a well

waiting on its edge
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he appears

blending his voice with hers
spreading his cloak

over my letters

exposed to the intruding eyes
at the moment of collapse
carrying your sadness

I will travel toward

villages where girls are
dancing in their feasts

they turn their sorrows

into black hair plaits

as dark as the night

have you ever known

that you are the essence

of my lost things?
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I appear in your utterances

on your lips and on your words

when invited by my silence.

(What you Might do my Father)

Saleha Ghabesh

The tears of Buthayna recognized me

when I entered the door

the tears revealed the secrets of my silence

like Buthyana I was scared

of the well-dressed people

who set the trap for me?

I was scared of the necklace of illusion

you put around my neck

scared of the sudden interest in me

when you sacrificed me as a gift!

when you gave me to a very old man!
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whose body has been ploughed

by coldness and frost

Father, I thought you have known me!
I thought he knew me, oh, Buthayna!
Like the birds which recognized you

When you were walking on the Andalusian
coast

You have lost your father, oh, Buthayna!
and he lost you...the notebook

which he was reading to the city

you were the best word in his alphabet

until your features were lost in alien contexts
the pulpits of Seville were waiting anxiously
for the return of al-Muta'med

who might mention your name!

in the coming sermon
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but he was unaware that you were sold in
auction

he did not know that you have thrown your
name

inside the furnace of fear

he is still unaware that the girl has no
genealogy.

(Because I Did not Find Anybody)
Karim Matouq

Because I did not find any reason

I washed water with water
I moistened the depth of my soul

My enemies are not those who quench my
thirst

Drinking the crude water of my fantasies
I am able to stone the hunger of my desert

Because I did not find a stone
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I cast light over the shades

so that the sun of my fancy

would shine on the arcades of my darkness
How can they abuse people?

Then asked for forgiveness...silly excuses
How can they outrage people?

Then threw the blame on others

hiding in the shrouds of apologies

Because I did not find a moon

I cast light with darkness

so that the candles of my memory

would dissipate the intensity of affliction
Stretching on my side inside the cemetery
I was longing for the embrace of the grave

Because I did not find a man to give me his
word

to swear to me, to give me his promise
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that we will meet with death together

I buried the friendship of my comrades
in the abyss of silence

I muzzled the echo

so that nobody would identify my voice

Because I did not find a homeland

providing a sanctuary for the young man
returning from exile

Because I did not find a homeland

to carry the burden of his ordeal

and the distress of his life

setting him free like a bird

when the world turned into a prison

Because I did not find anybody

I transformed the echo into somebody

Alone I was calling “oh my homeland”
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and I only hear my echo

The echo rebounds my voice
Overwhelmed with joy to hear the echo
The echo whispers in my ears:

Did you sing the name of your homeland?

Because I did not find anybody to support me

I transformed patience into a friend, an ally
A source of support and consolation
I made a confession acknowledging my sins
Leaning on my virtues and moral ethics
But I did not find salvation
in a world stoning me with envy and grudge

(Get Up)

Karim Matouq

When you get up

hurricanes are reborn
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and when you retreat
you turn into a storm
Get up

You turn into a she-wolf
devouring her babies
in awe and fear

Do not you know
that your dignity
honor and integrity
were kidnapped

by another lady
Twice, you look like
ancient Rome

They transform you
into a new Rome

and Nero on the gates
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setting the flames

You will feel guilty

forever, forever

Get up

You will become a lame

A deformed cat

stripped of your meaning

and history

Your body will be ravished

by the hungry dogs

standing at the threshold

of your broken doors

(Apology)

Karim Matouq

Whenever the meeting apologizes

you built a minaret
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in the head of sadness

Pursuing impossible missions

the darkness is embedded in the letters
of the world, the darkness lies in the hearts
I know where to thrust the dagger

but I still search for evidence

This is your harvest

You can take back whatever you need
Restore me, bring me back

from the roads of departure

The darkness haunts the heart

Restore me, take me back in your breast
in the warmness of your embrace
Restore me in your bosom

with the same intensity of my love to you

I love your chaste and beautiful lips
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Exaggerating my love to you
I am torn apart like a fallen jar
I did not observe the warmness of your palms
So, the slain victim apologized
Please accept his apology
(Diaspora)

Karim Matouq

A lover is baptized with water

When the muse does not inspire him with
poetry

He wrote a valuable poem

failing to personify his aspirations

Oh Salma, he fell in love with you

Let him regain his potency and fertility
lost in the days of Diaspora

You became harsh to him

and you were not aware that your departure
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will bring him closer to your bed

When you return to him

his songs will blossom into jars of water
When you yield your body to him

all the slave-girls run to his bed

When you bid farewell to him

all the dead are resurrected

to introduce their condolences to him
When he invades your bed

the stars become jealous

The stars are the enemies of his nights
With his powerful breast

he shakes the trunks of the trees

so that the glowing embers of his past fire
may fall down in ashes

as if his throat is filled with water
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Whenever he feels dryness in his mouth
the water quenches his thirst

Absurd is his weeping and incredible are his
cries

But if he greets you, treat him with kindness
Among his cups and stolen coffee pots
he lies while the clouds sleep on his lips

and his waterwheels sing their love songs to
his ears

When the mourner arrives to commemorate
him
and contemplate the meanings of his death

the mourner returns back because mourning
stings him

A lover is baptized with silence
in order to conceal his distress

A lover is baptized with silence
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in order not to return to a seductive female
body

he used to invade

Reluctant to numb his nerves with female
perfumes

he used to adore

He moves from exile to exile

and from maze into maze

He embraces innocence and piety

shrouded in the incense and perfumed of
chastity

He is scared of the eyes to intrude on his past
to trace his preceding days

Peace be upon you who

provided his eyes with light

Peace be upon you who

created the Aflaj and built the waterwheels
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Peace be upon you who

irrigated his empty valley

as if water in her palms

was chased by envious dry clouds

When the baptized poet chants his poems
it is your turn to echo his songs

His quiver still has arrows of tears

and the bows of his weeping and cries

When he bursts into tears, the bow shoots its
arrows

but patience supplies him with condolences
and sympathies

He feeds patience all of his moral sermons
in order to tolerate the wounds

and the pains of the piercing arrows

A lover is baptized with water

when the sea of poetry becomes dry
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he fell in love with you, oh, Salma
Let him restore his manhood
dissipated in the labyrinth of time

lost in the years of exile and Diaspora

”
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