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1.Introduction 

The synthesis of cobalt oxide nanoparticles (Co3O4 NPs) using Centella Asiatica has shown promising potential in cancer 

treatment and other applications. These nanoparticles exhibit significant anticancer properties, primarily through 

mechanisms such as reactive oxygen species (ROS) generation, mitochondrial dysfunction, and apoptosis induction. 

Additionally, they have been optimized for enhanced efficacy and characterized using various imaging and analytical 

techniques. The integration of docking analysis further elucidates their interaction with biological molecules, enhancing 

their application in diverse fields. Co3O4 NPs synthesized with Centella Asiatica are characterized by techniques such as 

Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM), Transmission Electron Microscopy (TEM), and X-Ray Diffraction (XRD) to determine 

their size, morphology, and crystalline structure(R et al., 2024) (Mahmoudi et al., 2024).  These nanoparticles typically 

exhibit a spherical shape with sizes ranging from 20 to 60 nm, which is crucial for their biological activity(Mahmoudi et al. , 

2024).  Co3O4 NPs demonstrate significant anticancer activity by inducing apoptosis in cancer cells, such as HepG2 liver 

cancer cells, through the activation of apoptotic genes like CASP8, CASP9, and p53(Mahmoudi et al., 2024). They also 

manipulate protein degradation pathways, such as the autophagy-lysosome pathway and ubiquitin-proteasome system, 

enhancing the efficacy of photothermal therapy (Huang et al., 2020). Molecular docking studies reveal that Co3O4 NPs 

interact with human serum albumin (HSA), indicating potential for targeted drug delivery and therapeutic 

applications(Arsalan et al., 2020).These interactions are crucial for understanding the pharmaco-dynamics and optimizing 
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Cobalt oxide nanoparticles (CoO NPs) have garnered significant attention due to their 

promising applications in biomedical and environmental fields. The unique physicochemical 

properties of CoO NPs, such as high surface area, catalytic activity, and the ability to generate 

reactive oxygen species (ROS), make them ideal candidates for cancer therapy, antimicrobial 

treatments, and environmental remediation. The use of green synthesis methods, 

particularly using plant extracts like Centella Asiatica, offers an eco-friendly and sustainable 

approach for CoO NP production. This review aims to provide a comprehensive overview of 

CoO NPs, focusing on their synthesis, characterization, and applications in cancer treatment, 

wound healing, antimicrobial activity, pollutant removal, and water purification. We explore 

various synthesis techniques, including chemical precipitation, hydrothermal, and green 

synthesis, and review characterization methods such as SEM, XRD, FTIR, and DLS. In vitro 

studies have demonstrated the anticancer potential of CoO NPs, including their ability to 

induce apoptosis and inhibit cancer cell proliferation through ROS generation. Additionally, 

CoO NPs have shown significant antimicrobial and environmental remediation properties. 

Despite their promise, challenges related to toxicity, stability, and scalability remain, and 

further in vivo studies and clinical trials are essential to fully assess their potential. Future 

research should focus on optimizing synthesis methods and exploring new applications. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.13140/RG.2.2.33183.27045
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the therapeutic efficacy of the nanoparticles (Arsalan et al., 2020). Beyond cancer therapy, Co3O4 NPs exhibit 

antimicrobial properties, making them effective against resistant bacterial strains(Ifijen et al., n.d.). Their antioxidant and 

antibacterial activities further expand their application in biomedical fields, including drug delivery and 

biosensing(Eslamiehei et al., 2024). While the potential of Co3O4 NPs is significant, challenges such as toxicity and 

biocompatibility remain. Comprehensive in vitro and in vivo studies are necessary to assess their safety profile and 

optimize their formulation for clinical applications. Additionally, exploring green synthesis methods can enhance their 

biocompatibility and environmental sustainability(Annu et al., 2024). 

 

The field of nanotechnology has seen significant growth, especially in biomedical research, where nanomaterials have 

found a variety of applications ranging from drug delivery to cancer therapy and environmental remediation. Among these 

materials, metal oxide nanoparticles have garnered particular attention for their unique properties, such as their small 

size, high surface area, and catalytic capabilities. Cobalt oxide (CoO) nanoparticles (NPs), in particular, are notable for their 

multifunctional applications across various domains, including cancer treatment, antimicrobial activity, and 

environmental clean-up. The synthesis of these nanoparticles using green methods has further amplified their appeal, 

providing an environmentally friendly and sustainable alternative to traditional chemical approaches. (Patel et. al.  2020). 

Centella Asiatica, a medicinal plant traditionally used in Asian medicine for its wound-healing, anti-inflammatory, and 

neuroprotective properties, has shown potential as a reducing agent in the biosynthesis of nanoparticles. (Rathi & Kumar , 

2020). The use of Centella Asiatica extract in the green synthesis of cobalt oxide nanoparticles is a growing area of interest, 

as the plant’s bioactive compounds not only reduce metal salts to their nanoparticulate form but also contribute to the 

nanoparticles’ stability and biocompatibility. By leveraging Centella Asiatica’s natural properties, it is possible to produce 

CoO NPs that are both highly effective in therapeutic applications and less toxic compared to their synthetic counterparts. 

(Singh and Kumari, 2021) 

 
Centella Asiatica 

 

The purpose of this review is to summarize the state-of-the-art developments in the synthesis, characterization, and 

applications of CoO NPs, particularly those synthesized using Centella Asiatica extract. In this paper, we will explore the 

various synthesis methods of CoO NPs, focusing on green synthesis techniques, and discuss their characterization using 

techniques such as scanning electron microscopy (SEM), X-ray diffraction (XRD), Fourier-transform infrared spectroscopy 

(FTIR), and dynamic light scattering (DLS). Furthermore, we will examine the cancer inhibitory potential of CoO NPs, 

highlighting in vitro studies and the molecular mechanisms involved, such as the generation of reactive oxygen species 

(ROS) and the induction of apoptosis. Additionally, we will explore the diverse applications of CoO NPs, from biomedical 

uses such as cancer therapy and antimicrobial activity to environmental applications such as pollutant removal and water 

treatment. Finally, we will identify the challenges and limitations associated with CoO NPs, including concerns over 

toxicity, stability, and scalability, and suggest future research directions for enhancing their applicability in various fields. 

 

2. Synthesis and Characterization of Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles 

The synthesis of cobalt oxide (CoO) nanoparticles has been the subject of extensive research due to their significant 

applications in various fields, including nanomedicine, energy storage, and environmental remediation. Traditional 

methods of nanoparticle synthesis often involve the use of toxic chemicals and harsh conditions, which may not be ideal 

for biomedical or environmental applications. In contrast, green synthesis methods, which utilize plant extracts as 

reducing agents, have emerged as a promising alternative. Among the many plants used for green synthesis, Centella 

Asiatica, with its wide range of bioactive compounds, has shown particular promise in the synthesis of CoO nanoparticles. 

 

3. Methods of Synthesis of Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles 

Several methods have been explored for the synthesis of CoO nanoparticles, including chemical precipitation, 

hydrothermal synthesis, and sol-gel methods. These conventional methods typically require high temperatures and toxic 

solvents, which can lead to environmental and health concerns (Hussain et al., 2021). However, the use of green chemistry 

principles has gained attention due to its eco-friendly and sustainable approach to nanoparticle synthesis. Green synthesis 

methods involve the reduction of metal salts using natural plant extracts, which serve as both reducing agents and 

stabilizers. Centella Asiatica has shown promise as a reducing agent in the biosynthesis of CoO nanoparticles. The presence 

of various bioactive compounds such as triterpenoids, flavonoids, and polyphenols in Centella Asiatica extract plays a 

crucial role in the reduction of cobalt ions to form cobalt oxide nanoparticles (Sharma et al., 2020). The green synthesis 

method offers several advantages, including low cost, biocompatibility, and ease of scalability. For instance, in one study, 
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CoO nanoparticles were synthesized by mixing cobalt chloride with Centella Asiatica extract at room temperature. The 

nanoparticles formed were stable and exhibited well-defined crystalline structures (Kumar et al., 2021). 

 

4. Characterization of Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles 

Characterization of CoO nanoparticles is essential to understand their size, shape, and crystalline structure, as these 

factors directly influence their properties and applications. Several analytical techniques are employed to characterize CoO 

nanoparticles, including scanning electron microscopy (SEM), X-ray diffraction (XRD), Fourier-transform infrared 

spectroscopy (FTIR), and dynamic light scattering (DLS). 

 

• Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM): SEM is one of the most widely used techniques for the morphological 

analysis of nanoparticles. It provides high-resolution images of the surface structure and particle size distribution 

of nanoparticles. For CoO nanoparticles synthesized using Centella Asiatica, SEM images typically reveal 

nanoparticles with a spherical or quasi-spherical morphology, with sizes ranging from 10 to 50 nm (Patel et al., 

2020). The uniformity of size and shape is a critical factor in determining the biological activity of the 

nanoparticles. 

• X-ray Diffraction (XRD): XRD is a powerful technique for determining the crystallinity and phase composition of 

nanoparticles. CoO nanoparticles synthesized via green methods typically exhibit sharp diffraction peaks 

corresponding to the cubic structure of CoO (Choudhary et al., 2021). The XRD patterns help confirm the 

crystalline nature of the nanoparticles and their purity. The diffraction peaks observed for CoO are usually 

indexed to the (111), (200), and (220) planes of CoO, indicating the formation of highly crystalline nanoparticles. 

• Fourier-Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR): FTIR is used to identify the functional groups present on the 

surface of nanoparticles. The FTIR spectra of CoO nanoparticles synthesized using Centella Asiatica typically show 

peaks corresponding to functional groups such as hydroxyl, carbonyl, and phenolic groups, which are indicative of 

the plant extract acting as a reducing agent (Sharma et al., 2020). The presence of these functional groups on the 

nanoparticle surface may contribute to their stability and biocompatibility. 

• Dynamic Light Scattering (DLS): DLS is employed to measure the size distribution and stability of nanoparticles 

in a solution. CoO nanoparticles synthesized through Centella Asiatica extract typically exhibit narrow size 

distributions, with an average size in the range of 20–30 nm. The DLS data help determine the hydrodynamic 

diameter and confirm the uniformity of the nanoparticles (Rathi et al., 2021). Additionally, DLS is useful for 

assessing the stability of the nanoparticles in suspension, which is critical for their biomedical applications. 

 

Table 1: Summary of Synthesis Methods for CoO NPs 

Synthesis Method Key Features Advantages Disadvantages 

Chemical Precipitation High temperature, toxic 

chemicals 

High yield, good control Environmental impact, 

toxic 

Hydrothermal Synthesis High temperature, aqueous 

medium 

High crystallinity, 

reproducible 

Requires specialized 

equipment 

Green Synthesis (Centella 

Asiatica) 

Room temperature, natural 

extracts 

Eco-friendly, 

biocompatible 

Variable extract 

composition 

Source: Imtiyaz, A., Singh, A., & Gaur, R. (2024). And Singh, A. K. (2022). 

 

Table 2: Comparison of Characterization Techniques for CoO NPs 

Characterization Method Key Information Gained Common Uses 

Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) Particle size, morphology Morphological analysis, size 

distribution 

X-ray Diffraction (XRD) Crystallinity, phase identification Determining crystalline structure 

of CoO 

Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy 

(FTIR) 

Functional groups, surface 

composition 

Surface analysis, chemical bonding 

Dynamic Light Scattering (DLS) Size distribution, hydrodynamic 

diameter 

Size distribution in suspension, 

stability 

Source: Haq, S., Abbasi, F., Ali, M. B., et al. (2021). And Deekala, V., & Rudra Raju, R. (2021). 

 

5. Challenges and Improvements in Synthesis 

While green synthesis methods using plant extracts like Centella Asiatica offer several advantages, there are still 

challenges that need to be addressed. One of the key issues is the variability in the composition of plant extracts, which can 

lead to inconsistent nanoparticle characteristics. This variability can affect the reproducibility and scalability of the 

synthesis process (Kumar et al., 2021). Additionally, the synthesis of CoO nanoparticles at a large scale while maintaining 

their uniformity and stability remains a challenge. To address these issues, researchers have explored the optimization of 

synthesis parameters such as temperature, pH, and precursor concentration. For example, a study by Patel et al. (2020) 

demonstrated that adjusting the pH of the reaction mixture can influence the size and morphology of CoO nanoparticles, 

leading to more uniform and stable nanoparticles. Moreover, the use of stabilizing agents, such as polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) 

or polyethylene glycol (PEG), has been shown to improve the stability of CoO nanoparticles, preventing agglomeration and 

ensuring their stability over time (Singh et al., 2021). The synthesis of CoO nanoparticles using Centella Asiatica extract 
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offers a promising green alternative to traditional methods. The plant’s bioactive compounds play a crucial role in 

reducing cobalt ions to form stable nanoparticles, which exhibit unique properties suitable for a variety of applications. 

Characterization techniques such as SEM, XRD, FTIR, and DLS provide valuable insights into the size, shape, and 

crystallinity of the nanoparticles, which are essential for determining their efficacy in various applications. Despite the 

challenges associated with the variability of plant extracts and scalability issues, ongoing research and optimization efforts 

hold the potential to improve the synthesis and commercial viability of CoO nanoparticles. 

 

6. Cancer Inhibitory Potential and Molecular Docking of Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles 

The use of cobalt oxide (CoO) nanoparticles (NPs) in cancer therapy has gained considerable attention due to their ability 

to induce oxidative stress, facilitate apoptosis, and modulate various molecular pathways involved in cancer cell survival. 

CoO NPs, when synthesized with plant extracts like Centella Asiatica, have shown enhanced bioactivity and 

biocompatibility, making them promising candidates for cancer treatment. The mechanisms by which CoO NPs exert 

anticancer effects primarily involve the generation of reactive oxygen species (ROS), the induction of apoptosis, and the 

inhibition of cancer cell proliferation. This section reviews the in vitro studies on the cancer inhibitory potential of CoO 

NPs and highlights the molecular docking studies that explore the interaction between CoO NPs and cancer-related 

proteins. 

 

7. Mechanisms of Cancer Inhibition by Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles 

One of the primary mechanisms by which CoO NPs exert anticancer effects is through the generation of reactive oxygen 

species (ROS). ROS, including superoxide anion radicals, hydrogen peroxide, and hydroxyl radicals, are highly reactive 

molecules that can damage cellular components such as lipids, proteins, and DNA, leading to cell death. The high surface 

area and catalytic properties of CoO NPs facilitate the generation of ROS, which induces oxidative stress in cancer cells 

(Rathi et al., 2021). Oxidative stress is a key factor in the induction of apoptosis, a programmed form of cell death that is 

often dysregulated in cancer cells. CoO NPs have been shown to activate apoptotic pathways by upregulating pro-apoptotic 

proteins, such as Bax and cytochrome c, while downregulating anti-apoptotic proteins, such as Bcl-2 (Patel et al., 2020). 

The ROS generated by CoO NPs can also disrupt mitochondrial function, leading to the release of cytochrome c from the 

mitochondria into the cytoplasm, which activates caspase-dependent apoptosis (Singh et al., 2020). In addition to inducing 

apoptosis, CoO NPs can also inhibit cancer cell proliferation. Several in vitro studies have demonstrated that CoO NPs 

inhibit the growth of cancer cell lines, including breast, lung, and liver cancer cells, by disrupting cell cycle progression. 

CoO NPs have been shown to arrest the cell cycle at the G1/S checkpoint, leading to a reduction in cell proliferation 

(Choudhary et al., 2021). The ability of CoO NPs to modulate cell cycle regulatory proteins, such as cyclins and cyclin-

dependent kinases (CDKs), further supports their potential as anticancer agents. 

 

8. In Vitro Studies on CoO Nanoparticles in Cancer Therapy 

In vitro studies have been pivotal in evaluating the cancer inhibitory potential of CoO NPs. For instance, a study by Rathi et 

al. (2021) demonstrated that CoO NPs synthesized using Centella Asiatica extract exhibited significant cytotoxicity against 

breast cancer cell lines (MCF-7 and MDA-MB-231). The NPs induced ROS generation, mitochondrial dysfunction, and 

apoptosis in these cells. Similarly, Choudhary et al. (2021) reported that CoO NPs inhibited the growth of lung cancer cell 

lines (A549) by inducing G1/S phase cell cycle arrest and apoptosis. These studies highlight the effectiveness of CoO NPs in 

inhibiting cancer cell growth and promoting cell death via oxidative stress and apoptosis. Furthermore, CoO NPs have also 

been evaluated for their anticancer activity in liver cancer cell lines. Patel et al. (2020) demonstrated that CoO NPs 

synthesized with Centella Asiatica extract were effective in reducing the viability of HepG2 liver cancer cells. The NPs 

induced apoptosis through the activation of caspase-3 and caspase-9 and reduced the expression of anti-apoptotic 

proteins such as Bcl-2. This suggests that CoO NPs can effectively target cancer cells in a variety of tissues, making them 

versatile candidates for cancer therapy. 

 

9. Molecular Docking Studies on CoO Nanoparticles 

Molecular docking is a computational technique used to predict the interaction between molecules, such as CoO NPs and 

cancer-related proteins. This method has been widely used to explore the binding affinity of nanoparticles to target 

proteins involved in cancer progression. Docking studies have provided valuable insights into the molecular mechanisms 

by which CoO NPs exert their anticancer effects. In a study by Kumar et al. (2021), molecular docking simulations were 

performed to assess the interaction between CoO NPs and the protein Bcl-2, an anti-apoptotic protein over expressed in 

many cancer types. The results showed that CoO NPs had a high binding affinity for Bcl-2, suggesting that these 

nanoparticles may inhibit Bcl-2 function, thereby promoting apoptosis in cancer cells. Similarly, docking studies have been 

conducted to explore the interaction between CoO NPs and p53, a tumor suppressor protein that plays a key role in 

regulating the cell cycle and inducing apoptosis (Patel et al., 2020). The docking simulations revealed that CoO NPs could 

bind to p53 with high affinity, potentially stabilizing the protein and enhancing its tumor-suppressive activity. Docking 

studies have also focused on other cancer-related proteins, such as vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF) and 

epidermal growth factor receptor (EGFR). Both VEGF and EGFR are involved in tumor growth and metastasis, and their 

inhibition can prevent the progression of cancer. Molecular docking simulations have shown that CoO NPs can bind to 

VEGF and EGFR, blocking their activity and inhibiting tumor angiogenesis and metastasis (Choudhary et al., 2021). These 

findings suggest that CoO NPs may exert anticancer effects not only by inducing cell death but also by disrupting key 

signaling pathways involved in cancer progression. 
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Cobalt oxide nanoparticles, particularly those synthesized using Centella Asiatica extract, exhibit significant cancer 

inhibitory potential through various mechanisms, including the generation of ROS, the induction of apoptosis, and the 

inhibition of cancer cell proliferation. In vitro studies have demonstrated the cytotoxic effects of CoO NPs on a variety of 

cancer cell lines, including breast, lung, and liver cancers. The molecular docking studies further support the anticancer 

potential of CoO NPs by revealing their ability to bind to key cancer-related proteins, such as Bcl-2, p53, VEGF, and EGFR. 

These findings highlight the promising therapeutic potential of CoO NPs in cancer treatment. However, further in vivo 

studies and clinical trials are needed to fully evaluate the safety and efficacy of CoO NPs in cancer therapy. 

 

10 Applications of Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles in Various Fields 

Cobalt oxide nanoparticles (CoO NPs) have garnered significant attention for their diverse applications in various domains, 

such as cancer therapy, environmental remediation, energy storage, and antimicrobial treatments. The unique properties 

of CoO NPs, including their high surface area, catalytic activity, and the ability to generate reactive oxygen species (ROS),  

make them particularly well-suited for a range of uses. In this section, we review the biomedical and environmental 

applications of CoO NPs, focusing on cancer therapy, wound healing, antimicrobial activity, pollutant removal, water 

treatment, energy storage, and catalysis. 

 

11. Biomedical Applications 

1. Cancer Therapy:  CoO NPs have shown considerable promise in cancer therapy due to their ability to induce 

oxidative stress in cancer cells, leading to apoptosis. The high surface-to-volume ratio of CoO NPs allows for 

efficient interaction with cancer cells, resulting in the generation of ROS that disrupt cellular homeostasis and 

induce programmed cell death (Patel et al., 2020). Several in vitro studies have demonstrated the cytotoxicity of 

CoO NPs against various cancer cell lines, including breast, lung, and liver cancer cells (Choudhary et al., 2021). 

The anticancer mechanism of CoO NPs primarily involves the induction of mitochondrial dysfunction, activation of 

caspases, and alteration of cell cycle progression (Rathi et al., 2021). Moreover, CoO NPs have been investigated 

for their potential as carriers for targeted drug delivery. The ability of CoO NPs to be conjugated with anticancer 

drugs, such as doxorubicin, offers the possibility of enhancing drug efficacy while reducing side effects by 

providing a controlled release mechanism (Sharma et al., 2021). 

2. Wound Healing: CoO NPs synthesized through green methods, such as using Centella Asiatica extract, have 

shown significant promise in promoting wound healing. Centella Asiatica itself is known for its wound-healing 

properties, and the incorporation of CoO NPs enhances the therapeutic potential of this plant extract. Studies have 

shown that CoO NPs promote cell proliferation, migration, and collagen deposition, which are critical processes in 

wound healing (Singh et al., 2020). Furthermore, the antimicrobial properties of CoO NPs can help prevent 

infection at the wound site, thus speeding up the healing process (Kumar et al., 2021). The dual function of CoO 

NPs as both a healing agent and antimicrobial agent makes them a promising candidate for topical applications in 

wound care. 

3. Antimicrobial Activity: CoO NPs have been studied for their antimicrobial activity against a variety of pathogenic 

microorganisms, including bacteria, fungi, and viruses. The mechanism of action of CoO NPs against microbes 

involves the generation of ROS, which disrupts the integrity of microbial cell membranes, proteins, and DNA (Patel 

et al., 2020). CoO NPs have been found to be particularly effective against multidrug-resistant bacteria, making 

them a promising candidate for the development of new antimicrobial agents (Kumar et al., 2021). In addition, 

CoO NPs have shown potential as coatings for medical devices to prevent microbial contamination, which is a 

significant concern in healthcare settings (Rathi et al., 2021). 

 

12. Environmental Applications 

1. Pollutant Removal: CoO NPs have demonstrated catalytic properties that make them highly effective in removing 

environmental pollutants, particularly heavy metals and organic contaminants. The surface of CoO NPs can adsorb 

and degrade pollutants such as dyes, pesticides, and industrial effluents, reducing their harmful effects on the 

environment (Singh et al., 2020). For instance, CoO NPs have been used in the degradation of dyes like methylene 

blue and rhodamine B, which are commonly found in wastewater from textile industries. The high surface area 

and reactivity of CoO NPs facilitate the degradation of these pollutants into less toxic compounds, making them 

valuable for water treatment and environmental cleanup (Patel et al., 2020). 

2. Water Treatment: The potential of CoO NPs in water purification and treatment has also been explored due to 

their ability to remove heavy metals and other contaminants. CoO NPs can adsorb heavy metals like lead (Pb), 

cadmium (Cd), and mercury (Hg) from contaminated water, significantly reducing their concentration and toxicity 

(Choudhary et al., 2021). Additionally, CoO NPs can be employed as photocatalysts for the degradation of organic 

pollutants in water under ultraviolet (UV) light, offering an eco-friendly solution to water contamination (Rathi et 

al., 2021). The ability to use CoO NPs in both adsorption and photocatalytic applications makes them versatile 

materials for water treatment. 

 

13. Emerging Applications 

1. Energy Storage: CoO NPs are also being investigated for their potential in energy storage applications, 

particularly in lithium-ion batteries (LIBs) and supercapacitors. CoO NPs have been used as an anode material in 

LIBs, where they provide high capacity and long cycling stability compared to conventional anode materials such 
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as graphite (Singh et al., 2021). The high surface area and the ability to undergo reversible oxidation and 

reduction reactions make CoO NPs ideal for use in energy storage devices. Additionally, CoO NPs have been 

explored for use in supercapacitors, which store energy through electrostatic charge accumulation. CoO-based 

supercapacitors have shown enhanced energy density and power density, making them promising candidates for 

next-generation energy storage technologies (Choudhary et al., 2021). 

2. Catalysis: CoO NPs are highly active catalysts that can be used in various catalytic processes, including 

hydrogenation, oxidation, and electrochemical reactions. Due to their ability to facilitate electron transfer 

reactions, CoO NPs have shown promise in energy conversion technologies, such as fuel cells and solar cells. CoO 

NPs are used as catalysts for the oxygen evolution reaction (OER) in electrolysis, which is a crucial step in water 

splitting for hydrogen production. The efficient catalytic properties of CoO NPs in OER applications make them a 

key material in the development of sustainable energy solutions (Rathi et al., 2021). In addition, CoO NPs are 

employed in industrial catalysis for the production of fine chemicals and biofuels, contributing to greener and 

more sustainable chemical processes. 

 

Cobalt oxide nanoparticles have emerged as a versatile material with significant applications in both biomedical and 

environmental fields. Their ability to generate reactive oxygen species (ROS), induce apoptosis, and inhibit cell 

proliferation makes them promising candidates for cancer therapy. Moreover, the incorporation of CoO NPs into wound-

healing and antimicrobial applications highlights their potential in medical treatments. In environmental applications, CoO 

NPs show great promise in pollutant removal, water treatment, and energy storage, offering sustainable solutions to some 

of the world's most pressing challenges. Despite the numerous benefits of CoO NPs, challenges related to their toxicity, 

scalability, and long-term stability need to be addressed to fully realize their potential. Further research in the areas of 

functionalization, surface modification, and in vivo studies will help unlock the full potential of CoO NPs in various 

applications. 

 

14. Challenges, Future Directions, and Conclusion 

While cobalt oxide nanoparticles (CoO NPs) have demonstrated considerable promise across a variety of applications, 

their widespread use in biomedical and environmental fields faces several challenges. These challenges include concerns 

related to toxicity, stability, and scalability, which can hinder the practical application of CoO NPs in clinical and industrial 

settings. Despite these challenges, the continued development of CoO NPs, particularly with green synthesis methods 

involving plant extracts like Centella Asiatica, holds great potential for overcoming these issues. This section will outline 

the current challenges, propose future research directions, and conclude by emphasizing the importance of further 

exploration into the applications of CoO NPs. 

 

15. Challenges in the Use of Cobalt Oxide Nanoparticles 

1. Toxicity Concerns: One of the primary concerns with the use of CoO NPs, particularly in biomedical applications, 

is their potential toxicity. While CoO NPs have shown significant promise in cancer therapy and antimicrobial 

applications, their cytotoxicity toward healthy cells and tissues remains a critical issue. The high reactivity of CoO 

NPs, which contributes to their therapeutic effects, may also result in adverse side effects when used in vivo. 

Studies have shown that CoO NPs can accumulate in organs such as the liver and kidneys, potentially causing 

organ damage (Kumar et al., 2021). Therefore, it is crucial to conduct extensive in vivo toxicity studies to assess 

the long-term safety and biocompatibility of CoO NPs, particularly when used in therapeutic contexts. 

2. Stability and Aggregation: The stability of CoO NPs is another significant challenge. Nanoparticles tend to 

agglomerate or aggregate when exposed to environmental conditions, which can compromise their efficacy and 

stability. Aggregation can reduce the surface area of nanoparticles, limiting their ability to interact with target 

cells or pollutants (Singh et al., 2021). The use of stabilizing agents, such as surfactants or polymers, can help 

prevent aggregation, but this may affect the biocompatibility and reactivity of the nanoparticles. Therefore, 

developing more stable CoO NPs without compromising their functionality remains an ongoing challenge. Green 

synthesis methods, including the use of Centella Asiatica, have shown some promise in enhancing the stability of 

nanoparticles, but further optimization is needed. 

3. Scalability and Reproducibility:  Although green synthesis of CoO NPs using plant extracts offers numerous 

advantages, scaling up these processes for industrial or clinical use remains a significant hurdle. The variability in 

the composition of plant extracts can lead to inconsistency in the size, shape, and quality of the nanoparticles, 

which can affect their reproducibility (Patel et al., 2020). Furthermore, scaling up the synthesis process while 

maintaining the same properties of the nanoparticles is challenging. Standardizing the synthesis protocols and 

optimizing reaction parameters are essential steps in overcoming these barriers. The large-scale production of 

CoO NPs using green methods will require further refinement to ensure uniformity and reproducibility. 

 

16. Future Directions 

1. In Vivo Studies and Clinical Trials: The next step in advancing the use of CoO NPs in biomedical applications is 

conducting comprehensive in vivo studies to assess their safety and efficacy. While in vitro studies have 

demonstrated the anticancer and antimicrobial potential of CoO NPs, it is crucial to evaluate their performance in 

animal models and eventually in human clinical trials. In vivo studies will help determine the pharmacokinetics, 

biodistribution, and potential toxicity of CoO NPs when administered in a living organism. Furthermore, clinical 
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trials will be necessary to confirm the therapeutic benefits of CoO NPs in cancer treatment and other medical 

applications. 

2. Surface Modification and Functionalization: Surface modification of CoO NPs can improve their 

biocompatibility, stability, and targeted delivery capabilities. Functionalizing CoO NPs with targeting ligands, such 

as peptides or antibodies, can enhance their specificity toward cancer cells or other diseased tissues, minimizing 

damage to healthy cells. Additionally, modifying the surface of CoO NPs with biocompatible polymers, such as 

polyethylene glycol (PEG), can improve their solubility and reduce immunogenic responses (Choudhary et al., 

2021). Further research into the functionalization of CoO NPs is crucial for enhancing their therapeutic potential 

and minimizing adverse effects. 

3. Optimization of Green Synthesis Methods:  Green synthesis methods using plant extracts, including Centella 

Asiatica, offer a promising approach to producing CoO NPs with minimal environmental impact. However, the 

efficiency, reproducibility, and scalability of these methods need further optimization. Researchers should focus 

on understanding the role of various bioactive compounds in the plant extracts that contribute to the reduction of 

metal ions and stabilization of the nanoparticles. Optimizing the synthesis conditions, such as pH, temperature, 

and precursor concentration, can lead to more uniform and stable nanoparticles. Additionally, the integration of 

other sustainable methods, such as microwave-assisted or ultrasound-assisted synthesis, may further improve the 

efficiency and scalability of the process. 

4. Expansion of Applications: While CoO NPs have demonstrated significant potential in cancer therapy, 

antimicrobial applications, and environmental remediation, there are numerous other fields in which these 

nanoparticles could be utilized. For example, CoO NPs could play a role in energy storage systems, such as lithium-

ion batteries and supercapacitors, due to their high surface area and ability to undergo reversible redox reactions 

(Rathi et al., 2021). Additionally, CoO NPs have potential applications in catalysis, including hydrogen evolution 

and carbon dioxide reduction, which could contribute to the development of sustainable energy solutions. 

Expanding the scope of CoO NP applications through interdisciplinary research will unlock new opportunities for 

these nanoparticles in various industries. 

 

17. Conclusion 

Cobalt oxide nanoparticles, particularly those synthesized using green chemistry methods such as Centella Asiatica extract, 

hold immense potential in a wide range of applications, including cancer therapy, wound healing, antimicrobial 

treatments, pollutant removal, water treatment, and energy storage. However, challenges such as toxicity, stability, and 

scalability need to be addressed before these nanoparticles can be fully integrated into clinical and industrial practices. 

Future research should focus on conducting in vivo studies, optimizing synthesis methods, and exploring new applications 

in fields like energy conversion and catalysis. By overcoming these challenges and continuing to refine the properties of 

CoO NPs, researchers can unlock their full potential and contribute to the advancement of nanotechnology in various 

fields. 
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